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With permission,Ur. Speaker, I would like to make a 
statement on recent events in re 


On Monday, the 22nd cf October, President Fennedy in a 
personal message,and through the United States Ambassador in 
London, made clear to me his deen concern about the Soviet 

crmidgable base for orfensive ballistic 


develozument of Cuba as a form 
missiles, It is, of course, true that the United States 
authorities had known for some time of the location of a number 
of surface-to-air missile sites in Cuba: but these missiles, 
even though carrying nuclear warheads, may be regarded as of a 
defensive nature. 


Very recently, however, a number of medium range 
ballistic, or ground-to-ground, missile sites rave been de*initely 
identified in Cuba. Reports from all American intelligence 
sources confirm that at least 30 missiles are already present in 
Cuba. Such missiles with their range of over a thousard miles, 
could reach a large area of the United States, including 
Vashington, ard nearly the vole of Central Anoviea and the 
Caribbean including the Panama Canal. In addition, sites for 
intermediate range ballistic missiles with an operational rornge 
of 2,200 nautical miles have been identified. Further sites for 
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Eotn tyroes of missiles are oeing construetec¢, ALL th 
are designed to carry, and must be vresumed τὸ carry, nuclear 
condos. In addition, Russia has supplied Cuba with I.L, 26 
aircraft, of which over tventy have been det finitely identified. 
These bombers are, oF course, offensive and nct defensive 
EGR ONE » Rei ner the Soviet Union nor the Cuban “Governnent 

ppear to have deniei these facts, In adcivion, it is believed 
wnat “there are at Least 2000 Soviet wath wee asetans 
already on the island. These facts, which are fully established 
on the basis of the evidence provided, serious though “they are 
in themselves, took on ἃ more Sinis ter character because of the 
previous histcry of this affair. The House may recall that, on 
the 4th and the lth Septomber, Pres ident Kennedy issued solemn 
warnings about the build-up of the offensive yvespons in Cuba 
ang that, on the llth of September, the official Soviet news 
agency, Tass, said, and I quote: "The armaments and military 
equipment sent to Cubs are designed exclusively for defensive 
purposes" and that "there is no need for the Soviet Union to 
Shift its weapons ... for a ret aliatory blow to ny other 
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country, ror instance, Cuba." That amounved to an cificial dis- 
claimer by the Soviet Government. In addition, as recently as 
the lL&th of Octover Mr, Gromyko, the Soviet F reign itinister, 
explicitly sveaking on the instructions of hie Gover ἰθὺς, 
ΞΘ President Kennedy in person that Sovizt assistance to 
Cuo2a was of a purely defensive character, At that very moment , 
circumstantial evidence to tre contrary was accumuletins, 


L te view of the Pre 


Sident's pledge that the United 
Stites would take meas is to Oppese the création of offensive 
military power in Cubs, the Russian action, contrary to their 
categorical assurances, in developing this pover can only be 
regardad 3S 5. celiverat: adventure designed τὸ test the ability 
and determinstion of the United States, The President no coubs 
Formed the view, 2nd in my jucasment rightly, that to have 
accepted this vould throw douvt on 4nerica's ledges in all 
Arts of the world and expcese the entire frees “ΟΣ ἃ to a new 
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ine House is well aware of the action so 
the President of th 7@ United States in this si ‘nat 
the area of Cuba itself and in the Se ccurlty Council 
United Nations, a 


ΝΥ 


Ae regards the ares of Cuba, the “eacur es 
announced in the Fre esident's Proclamation are der 
a situavi on that is without precedent. Moreover it ‘cannot be 
Said that these measures are extreme, Indeed thay are studiously 
ederate in that the Fresidens has ΘΕῚΣ declared certain limited 
tyes of war material, not Leven] 3 armaments to bea vronibited. 
The arvanents specified are these: im nf ncee-to-aurface missiles, 
bomber airerar ; bombs, air-to-surface rockets, and guided 
missiles, together with their warheads and equi pent. None of 
he ¢ategories specified in the President's Proclamation could 
honestly be deseribed as defa en en ee ., 
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In the Security Council, the United States Representa 
tive has made a strong appeal for a Resolution which calls for 
the dismantling and withdrawal from Cuba of all nuclear missiles 
and offensive weapons and for internations1 supervision of this 
process by ἃ United Nations Coserver Corps, The Resolution 
also urgently reccemmends that the United States and the Soviet 
Union should confer promptly on measures to remove the existing 
threat to the security of the Western Eemisphere and the peace 
of the world, and to report ‘thereon to the Security Council, 


As the House lmows, Sir Patrick Doan, speaking on. 
behalf of Her Majesty's Government,gave his support to this 
Resolution. I understand that the discussion in the Security: 
Council has been adjourned until 4 p.m. New York Time, that is, 
9 poem. London Time. 


Meanwhile, as the House will have heard, the ac 
Secretary General, Ὁ Thant, has addressed a message in identical 
terms to President Kennedy and Chairman Ihrusehchev. He 
2lso sent, I am informed, a message to the Cuban Government. 

Ὁ Thant's proposal is that there should be 5 voluntary suspension 
on behuif of the Russians of all arms shipments to Cuba, and at 
the same time ἃ suspension of the quarantine measures invoiving 
the search of ships. His appeal to the Cuban Government adds 

the suggestion that the construction and dovclopment of the 
militery facilities and installations should be suspended, all 
these measures to last for a pericd of two to three weeks in 
ervier 50 give time for the parties concerncd to meet and discuss 
With & view to finding a peaceful solution of the problem, 


Loan not yot in a position to inform vhe House of any 
plies from any of the three Governncnts to whom the Acting 
eretary General has addressed his messaes, The British 
δὴ v is, of course, concerned that this new threat to 
scould bo dealt with as rapidly as possible and will 
Yr support to any measures which genuinely lead to tha 
hoy trust also that based upon some alleviation of the 
State of tension it might be possible to move into a - 
ield of nezotiation. Nevertheless, ID think vhat has 
the last few weeks must confirm our view that in 
matters we cannot rest upon mere words and »romisos. 
8 eed, if they are to restore confidence, to be 
inde vcndentiy verified and confirmed, 
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